Montana Main Street Alliance
Because A Healthy Economy Depends on Healthy Montanans

Small businesses are the backbone of our economy and play a key role in our communities. Unfortunately, our health care system is failing Montana businesses. Costs for health care and insurance are forcing many owners to forego insurance for employees or even themselves, and endangering the viability of many other businesses.

As small business owners, we believe this system is fundamentally broken and we must fix it to ensure our future prosperity. We call upon our state and federal governments to enact reforms yielding a health care system that fulfills these principles:

Reliable: No one should lose coverage due to accidents, sickness, changing jobs or starting a new business.

Equitable: Everyone should have good health coverage, regardless of whether we run a small business or a Fortune 500 company.
Proactive:  The system must be efficient by encouraging prevention and wellness, not just reacting to illness and accidents.
Predictable: We need stable and predictable costs to be able to plan our payroll expenses and budgets.
Real Choices:  We should be able to choose a high quality public health plan, open even to people insurance corporations deem “high risk,” as an alternative to plans marketed by insurance companies. 
Accountable: The health care system should be transparent and accountable to the public.  It should be designed to prioritize our health, not maximize insurance industry profits.

I support these principles and call on Montana’s elected officials to achieve them 
Name ___________________________  Signature ___________________________________

Number of employees ________ Number of uninsured employees ____________

Do you belong to: Chamber? ___  Downtown Assoc? Rotary Club? ___  Other group?______
Business name __________________________

Business type ________________________
Work phone ________________________
E-mail ____________________________________

Street _____________________________  City __________________________  Zip _____________

Are you willing to share your views or story of your experiences on health care with the media? ______











                  Date: ___________
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Please fill out, resave and return this form to Project Director Jeff Milchen at: 

Contact Jeff at 406-579-1828 to learn more.
9.4.08 












